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E Mids Bus and Rail Users unite in call for improved services
Delegates from local consumer and transport groups joined forces on Tuesday to call for improvements in public transport services across the East Midlands.

Organised jointly by EMPTUF (The East Midlands Passenger Transport Users Forum) and Nottinghamshire County Council, the event at Newstead attracted representatives from  local authorities, chambers of commerce, disabled and pensioner groups as well as transport interests including Railfuture, Transport 2000 and Bus Users-UK.
Delegates were welcomed by Cllr Stella Smedley of Nottinghamshire CC and the keynote speaker was Nick Brown, Director (Rail) for the National Express Group.

Nick gave an upbeat review of transport opportunities across the region and a stout defence of the local rail operators. Citing the Robin Hood line as an example of  how public transport can assist local regeneration, he called for  closer relationships both within the industry (citing key roles of Network Rail and DfT, the Department for Transport and with user groups).

He welcomed EMPTUF as a new passenger voice, but called for users to adopt a realistic view of the relative cost/benefits of different transport modes in their campaigning. 

Midlands Cllr Phil Davis, a member of the new GB-wide Rail Passengers Council explaining its role at a national level, stressed the need for strong regional links and felt that bodies like EMPTUF had a strong role to play alongside the RPC,

The event also launched a new Nottinghamshire Bus Users Forum and giving an overview of the County’s achievements in public transport, Mark Hudson & Robin Riley sought support from local users.
A Panel discussion involving Nick Brown, Andrew Norman on behalf of East Midlands Bus operators , David Hern of the East Midlands Regional Assembly and user representatives elicited strong views from delegates. Concerns included :

The effect of the Competition Act on bus services; Central Trains services and planned timetable; disability and access provision; poor or unsuitable waiting facilities; region wide ‘smart’ ticketing; inadequate transport links to other regions and the limitations of the forthcoming national “free” bus travel scheme for the elderly.

Winding up, the Chairman – Alan Meredith of Leicestershire said that whilst other organisations would address individual cases, EMPTUF will be taking a region-wide strategic view on issues such as better integration between bus & rail services; improved access for the elderly, disabled or others  with special needs; the constraints imposed by the Competition Act and “through-ticketing”.

- 

 Notes for editor (overleaf)…….

Notes for editor

1. EMPTUF (the East Midlands Passenger Transport Users’ Forum) is a new alliance of groups representing the consumer interest across all modes of public transport. Associated organisations include RailFuture, Bus Users-UK, Transport 2000, EMTAR and many local bus and rail user groups. It has also received support from EMDA, the Regional Assembly and local authorities.

2. Initially set up by the former Rail Passengers Committee for the Midlands, EMPTUF is an independent body which aims both to represent the interests and concerns of public transport passengers across all forms of transport. AND to assist local and regional authorities’ work towards an integrated and seamless quality public transport network for the East Midlands region.

3. EMPTUF’s  mission is to champion public transport so that it becomes:

· Accessible to everyone – including the mobility impaired

· Affordable and socially inclusive

· Available when and where needed

· Acceptable to all, whatever mode is chosen

· Attractive – with high quality of services and reliable information

4.
By bringing together for the first time within a single body, representative groups of bus, rail, light rail, air and other passengers, EMPTUF offers passengers a new opportunity for strong consumer representation and to regional policy makers a route to engage with transport consumers on an integrated basis throughout the region.

	For further information contact: 
· Chairman, Alan Meredith  on 0116 2303895 

· Secretary Steve Abbott on  01858 466629


	                    

	
	

	
	

	
	


